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The 1908 Olympic poster design has long been lost -  
Neither the IOC Olympic Museum nor the British 

Olympic Association has a copy. The various “Olympic 
Poster” series o f reproduction posters or postcards always 
show the programme cover for 1908, and Harvey Abrams 
(and others) go so far as to say that there was no official

poster for 1908. This is not correct.The minutes for the 
British Olympic council for 6 June 1907 read:

“On the question o f posters, which Mr. Kiralfy 
desired the views o f the Council, it was decided 
that the system o f competition was to be preferred 
to that o f invitations issued to selected artists. ”

Mr. Kiralfy was Commissioner-General for the 
Franco-British Exhibition, and it was the exhibition 
organisers, not the British Olympic Association who 
were responsible for publicity for the Games under the 
terms of the contract signed on 14 January 1907.

Unfortunately no published announcement o f the 
competition has come to light, but at the BOC meeting 
of 21 October 1907

“the posters designed for advertising the Olympic 
Games were submitted by M. Kiralfy, and after 
considerable criticism it was decided that a new 
design should be obtained by competition. ”

Again no public notice has come to light, but the 
BOC approved a design on 17 June, less than a month 
before the Opening Ceremony. The BOC minutes record 
that the design was submitted to the Council by the Art 
Committee. Council unanimously approved the design, 
the Art Committee were authorised to proceed, and it 
was agreed that

“the Council will pay a quarter o f the cost o f the 
poster provided it does not exceed £100. ”

The minutes give no further information, and in par­
ticular the identity of the artist is not disclosed.

Although the design of the poster was lost, some 
information, a tantalising clue, was available from a 
postcard of the time showing two copies of the poster onSHEPHERDS BUSH LONDON

J o u r n a l  o f  O lym pic H is to r y  1 6 (J u ly  2 0 0 8 )N u m b e r  2 21




